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Scholars and students of African politics address some of the thorniest issues of our time. Indeed, 
over the last thirty years or so, the subdiscipline has expanded in scope and ambition, and leads 
the way in major fields of research, such as the study of ethnicity and identity politics. 
 
Now, this timely new collection from Routledge, edited by Nic Cheeseman (the former Director of the 
African Studies Centre at Oxford University), brings together the classic and essential texts of African 
politics, creating a top-quality and easily accessible resource for students, researchers, and 
policymakers alike. The four volumes that make up the collection are structured around the biggest 
questions that have dominated African Studies: 
＊What was the legacy of colonial rule, and has Africa broken free of its international dependency? 
＊How are ethnic identities formed, and what impact have they had? 
＊Why is Africa so poor? What are the main barriers to development? 
＊Is democracy feasible in Africa, and, if so, how can it be designed to promote political stability? 

Each volume is introduced by a comprehensive summary chapter, newly written by the editor, which 
both provides a valuable overview of the key trends in the literature and explains what we know, 
what we don’t know, and what controversies remain. 
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African Politics: Critical and Primary Sources is an indispensable reference collection focusing on the 
most important contributions in the field of African politics. Bringing together high-quality essays 
drawn from over half a century of journal articles, book chapters, and historical documents, 
supported by introductory essays, this reference work provides the essential foundation for scholars 
and students to engage with the field of African politics and a core reference for the launching of 
their own research.The four-volume collection covers a wide set of perspectives, problematics, and 
approaches within the field of African politics. The collection covers essential (English language and 
translated) works generated by scholars and practitioners from Africa, Europe, and North America. 
Reflecting an eclectic understanding of the sources that have contributed to the development of 
African politics as a field of study, the essays are drawn from a wide range of disciplines, including 
Anthropology, Economics, Sociology, and Religious Studies. Likewise, the essays reflect the broad 
ideological, philosophical, and theoretical streams that have informed scholarship on African politics.  
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Arranged over five volumes and containing some 700 entries, this comprehensive and authoritative 
encyclopedia addresses some of the most vital and practical issues of the twenty first century 
 
＊Includes entries written by experts from across the social sciences and humanities, as well as other 

disciplines 
＊Global in scope with more contributors from Africa, China, Japan, Latin America, the Middle East, 
＊Russia, and South Asia than any other reference on the topic 
＊Explores the importance and impact of race, ethnicity and nationalism on private, public and not-

for-profit organizations and institutions in the modern, global world  
＊In addition to covering basic terms and concepts, the encyclopedia also includes essays that 

incorporate discussion and analysis of exciting new developments in the field 
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Human Rights 
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Economics, Honorary President of the  Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism, 
and the Founding Editor of the journalNations and Nationalism. Among his many books in this 
fieldare The Ethnic Origins of Nations (Wiley, 1987); Nations and Nationalism in a Global Era 
(Polity, 1995); Ethnosymbolism and Nationalism (Routledge, 2009) and The Nation made Real 
(Oxford 2013).  
Polly S. Rizova is Associate Professor of Management at Willamette University’s Atkinson 
GSM. Her research interests are in the areas of management of technological innovation, the 
effect of social networks on group and organizational performance, and in the study of Race and 
Ethnic relations and organizational diversity. She is the author of The Secret of Success: The 
Double Helix of Formal and Informal Structures in a R&D Laboratory (Stanford UP, 2007) and 
co-author of Racial Conflict in Global Society (Polity, 2014) with John Stone.  
Xiaoshuo Hou is Associate Professor of Sociology and Asian Studies and the Frances Young 
Tang '61 Chair in Chinese Studie at Skidmore College. Her publications include Community 
Capitalism in China: The State, the Market, and Collectivism (2013) and numerous articles on 
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From Introduction 
The overall aim of the Encyclopedia is to provide authoritative entries concerning three of the most 
explosive issues of our age. They are written by hundreds of scholars, most of whom have spent 
decades studying particular issues in the field. There are also rising stars from many disciplines who 
are making substantial contributions to understanding these most perplexing sources of social 
conflict and finding methods for their resolution. Above all, we have tried to draw on expertise from a 
wide panel of scholars living and working all over the world to provide a diversity of views and 
perspectives on what are often highly contested and controversial problems. The five main editors 
have a variety of specializations and fields of interest that have helped us to include a series of topics 



that break out of the conventional selection found in previous works of this kind. Given our global 
outlook, we have also consciously tried to avoid an arrow disciplinary approach to these complex and 
dynamic issues, intentionally using a mixture of academic traditions—sociology, history, political 
science, international relations, psychology, philosophy, anthropology, and literature together with 
more applied fields confronting race, ethnic, and national relations — that offer the most in terms of 
providing insight and understanding about these central challenges confronting modern society.  
In many respects we have used the same model that has been developed so successfully since the 
late1970s by the journal Ethnic and Racial Studies, of which one of the editors was a founding 
editor. Specifically, we have aimed to keep the Encyclopedia “paradigm neutral,” not only to boost the 
interdisciplinary nature of the work but also to avoid the temptation to adopt an arrow focus 
precluding the full range of possible explanatory variables and alternative interpretations. Thus the 
reader will find contributions emphasizing a number of influential perspectives, including, for 
example, such diverse analyses as those based on rational choice, neo-Marxism, sociobiology, or 
postmodernism. It is our contention that all of these approaches have made a distinctive contribution 
to the debates in the three topic areas, and to exclude some at the expense of others would not have 
been an appropriate strategy for this enterprise. Suffice to say, we are not pursuing a policy of bland 
eclecticism and we are pleased with the consistently high quality of the entries no matter what core 
assumptions the writers may be making. Our model, being akin to that of Ethnic and Racial Studies, 
has a strong social science base but has remained open to further contributions from demographers, 
statisticians, social workers, and conflict-resolution specialists, to mention just a few examples.  
We have made a particular effort to include topics that are rarely given much prominence in general 
works covering race, ethnicity, and nationalism. The link between diversity and the strategies of 
management and businesses in the global economy is one such field. While there is a considerable 
literature on ethnic entrepreneurship and middle men minorities, the impact of racial, ethnic, and 
national factors on global institutions is one growing area that raises increasingly important 
questions—questions that our contributors have attempted to address in several of the entries. 
Another distinct feature of the Encyclopedia has been to include sufficient weight to the societies of 
East and South Asia, where growing economic and political influence has changed traditional power 
relations and created many tensions between groups that have had an impact not only within and 
between particular states but also as a result of extensive population movements, diasporas, and 
global repercussions emanating from the enhanced salience of these many states in the new political 
order. All of the editors have worked in “global universities” with colleagues and students drawn from 
all five continents. We have been assisted by a range of editorial advisers who are likewise diverse in 
their backgrounds and locations, and, while some are clustered in North America and Europe, their 
origins and early experiences have been shaped from these other regions of the world. We have 
sought to exploit these networks to achieve a balance between traditional approaches to scholarship 
in race, ethnicity, and nationalism, and the interesting contrasts that emerge when these topics are 
viewed from other perspectives and seen from alternative worldviews. While no encyclopedia can 
cover all topics from every possible political and cultural tradition, we hope that the entries collected 
here will engage the contemporary reader—whether scholar, student, or general member of the 
public—searching for authoritative answers to some of the most pressing questions facing 
contemporary society. 

John Stone July 2015 
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